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The Reynolds Center Ph.D. Experience

The Donald W. Reynolds Center of Geriatric Nursing 

Excellence provides a rich academic and research 

environment for Ph.D. students interested in geriatric 

nursing. Benefiting from one of only a few geriatric-centric 

research programs in the nation, the Reynolds Ph.D. 

mentorship is designed to develop clinically relevant 

scholars, faculty and researchers who provide leadership 

in geriatrics through clinical science inquiry and prepare 

future nurses for innovative practice and research. 

Experience an exceptional Ph.D. program with career 

mentoring, interdisciplinary and community-partner 

research opportunities, colleagueship with fellow 

students, and opportunities to meet and study with 

geriatric-focused national experts and participate in 

national meetings and institutes. 

Scholars are mentored by College of Nursing faculty with 

strong and diverse research programs, as well as by 

faculty outside the discipline, to provide a grounded view 

of current health care issues and viable solutions with a 

focus on community-based aging in place. Reynolds 

Scholars are able to meet with national gerontology 

experts and participate in campus-wide interdisciplinary 

research opportunities with an emphasis on translational 

research. 

Areas of Mentorship Include: 

Distance Caregiving 

Aging in Place 

Cancer Survivorship 

Palliative Care 

Preventing Exploitation of Older Adults 

Gerontechnology 

Health Promotion  

The Donald W. Reynolds Foundation 

Predoctoral Scholarship

Designed to support two years of full-time doctoral 

work, the program awards up to $100,000 to each 

selected Reynolds Scholar. Nursing Ph.D. 

students who are committed to careers in 

academic geriatric nursing are eligible to apply for 

this scholarship. Program participants must agree 

to work in an academic faculty position in 

baccalaureate or graduate nursing program or in a 

leadership position in clinical settings for two 

years upon graduation. 

Take the next step toward a career as a geriatric 

nurse scientist. Apply for the Reynolds 

Predoctoral Scholarship today. 

$100,000 Predoctoral Scholarship 
deadline: March 1

*Residency requirements: Due to federal regulations from the Department of 
Education, the College of Nursing currently accepts applications for its 
online master’s and doctoral degree programs from residents of the states 
participating in the State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (SARA). A 
list of participating states can be found at: http://nc-sara.org/sara-states- 
institutions. Applicants are encouraged to check with their local State 
Boards of Nursing regarding any specific professional licensure 
requirements prior to applying or enrolling. 

"Receiving the Reynolds scholarship provided me the support needed to focus 

my energies on completing the Ph.D. program. It also opened many doors in 

terms of professional development, networking and career opportunities."  

Diana Sturdevant, Ph.D., M.S., GCNS-BC, APRN, Reynolds Scholar 

Principal Investigator for statewide grant to reduce falls in nursing homes 

Director of Nursing, Long-term Care

nursing.ouhsc.edu



Program Description

Doctor of Philosophy in 
Nursing (Ph.D.)

Online program curriculum with two entry tracks available – BSN to PhD and MSN to PhD

Begins each fall semester (Aug) with both full-time and part-time tracks available

Length of program varies by student 

Requires 90 credit hours of post-baccalaureate hours (up to 44 hrs may be transferred from MSN degree) 

Ph.D. Admission Requirements

Research goal match with OU CON faculty member 

GPA of 3.5 in MSN curriculum for MSN-PhD applicants; GPA of 3.5 in last 60 hours of BSN for BSN-PhD applicants 

Prerequisite statistics course

Competitive GRE scores within the last five years 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing or Master of Science in Nursing degree from a regionally accredited institution

Our online doctoral degree programs accept applicants from states participating in the State Authorization Reciprocity

Agreements (SARA)

Ph.D. Application Process

Online applications at nursing.ouhsc.edu 

Application deadline: April 1, preference given to applicants who apply by Feb. 1 

Official transcripts from each college previously attended 

Evidence of entry-level graduate writing ability, based on written supplemental essay 

Curriculum Vitae (CV) and three letters of recommendation

Interview  

International applicants may have additional requirements; please refer to nursing.ouhsc.edu for more information 

Financial Aid

Scholarships are available through the College 

Financial Aid: ouhsc.edu/financialservices/SFA/ 

The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. www.ou.edu/eoo

For additional Ph.D. program information, 
call (405) 271-2428, or email  

nursing@ouhsc.edu   

Sooner Nursing: Oklahoma Education. Global Impact.

The Ph.D. program is designed to prepare nurse scientists to advance the science, art and practice of the discipline through 

patient-centered research and scientific inquiry.  Doctoral preparation in nursing promotes knowledge development, 

organizational skills, and application of theory and evidence-based scholarly nursing practice.  The program prepares nurses 

to develop and apply knowledge in many roles as a research investigator, educator, administrator, clinician, and health care 

policy advocate.

OU College of Nursing is 
Oklahoma's largest nursing 
college. We have three 
locations and distance learning 
available to serve students in 
Oklahoma City, Tulsa and 
Lawton.   

Scholarships are available for 
all programs with competitive 
tuition and fees at the flagship 
state university. 

nursing.ouhsc.edu

@ounursing


